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conversation, based on a series
of questions/themes prepared
in advance. In lan’s interview
articles he was keen to get
across each subject’s ideas and
experience in their own words,
along with insights on their
creative practice, whilst also
writing a critique of the work
and its development. These
interviews were subsequently
used as secondary research by
other academics and students,
and cited in other publications;
degree students have utilised
them as part of their dissertation
research.

The experience of conducting
these interviews was a useful
grounding when it came to lan’s
major research on the artist
Patrick Procktor, which was
largely informed by a series of
over fifty research interviews,
with interviewees including Celia
Birtwell, Kaffe Fassett, David
Hockney and Lord Snowdon.
The same technique of recorded
conversation was used, from
which verbatim transcripts were
formed, and excerpts included
within his text. Through The
Redfern Gallery, London, which

represents Procktor’s Estate,

lan had open access to archival
material and to major holdings
of work by the artist. lan also
visited archives in London; The
British Library, Tate, Whitechapel
Gallery and galleries in Italy

and Germany, where he gained
access to correspondence and
material which threw additional
light on Procktor, and the artistic
and social milieus in which he
operated. lan also looked at

the artist’s work in public and
private collections in the UK,
Italy and Germany. The book was
launched at The Redfern Gallery
during an exhibition of Procktor’s
work (April 2010); it combines
biography with a critique of the
development of the artist’s work.

lan’s writing on the artist John
Blackburn (For the catalogue of
an exhibition in 2010 at Lemon
Street Gallery, Truro) again
drew on interview material
undertaken in the painter’s
studio, with direct access to the
artist, his work and his archive.
For this project also, lan focussed
in part on the biographical
factors underpinning the artist’s
development and ideas. lan has

also written ‘in the Shadow of the
Mount’, an essay on Blackburn’s
paintings for an exhibition at
Artis Gallery, Auckland, New
Zealand, 2011.

Inlan’s current work on Keith
Vaughan the focus on biography
and process remains, although
the research methods will be
partly informed by existing
material, as a well-researched
biography already exists. lan has
access to three key archives of
Vaughan material that includes
his journals, notebooks, drawings
and photographs. As with
Procktor, Vaughan's sexuality is a
key to his work, and lan’s writing
is in part from a gay perspective,
one that examines the
codification of desire in a period
during which homosexuality
was illegal. Although some work
has been done on this aspect of
Vaughan, there is still more to
be written in describing how his
work was a crucial expression of
his sexuality.
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